- The Columbia SWCD. presents:

*“The Dirt”

Fox Creek Sinkhole Repair:

The Columbia SWCD finished work on an emergency repair project in Rainier
this summer. An underground culvert containing Fox Creek blew out causing a large

Crews excavated and removed the heavily damaged pipe replacing it in kind. Heavy
rains last fall forced the Columbia SWCD to delay project completion until May of this
year. The Columbia SWCD became involved in this project for the purposes of restoring
safety to the people, roads, and businesses in the area, and improving stream flow.

Above: Damaged and mangled pipe removed from Fox Creek. The
culvert was drastically undersized for the flow levels it experienced.

Right: Crews replacing sections of the pipe inside the enormous sink-

American Cranberry Bush hole stabilized by large shoring boxes.

(Viburnum opulus var. americanum)
Photo By: www.nwplants.com

Clatskanie River Crossings Culvert Replacements:

CONTENTS This summer the Columbia SWCD will complete work on its third and final
phase of its Clatskanie River Crossings project along Schaefer and Willark Roads. This
Schedules/ ~ | project entails the replacement of 6 undersized culverts that represent various levels of
Staff Directory/ impediments to fish trying to access upstream spawning and rearing habitat. Both of

7 the crossings under construction this summer are being
replaced with bottomless arch culverts which allow for the

Up-Coming Events

Testing the Waters/ 3 space, slope, and streambed complexity fish need to swim
. upstream. In totality this project will have opened up

Keep On Growing close to 10 miles of valuable upstream habitat for several

Fishing Out Carcus 4 salmonid species including Coho, Steelhead, and Cut-

"”j throat. These modifications will also restore more natural
i flow and velocity to the river resulting in less erosion and
scour, improved sediment

Creek/ Weeding
Out Spurge Laurel

transport, floodplain connectivity,
1 and generally healthier aquatic and
riparian ecosystems.

Thoughts fromthe 5
Staff

7] Top: Crossing 5 before construction.
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Bottom: Crossing 5 during construction.

] The bottomless structure will support the
weight of logging trucks while allowing for
optimal fish passage.




UP-COMING EVENTS

10/7/17 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.: Fall Festival &
Pumpkin Patch, St. Frederic Church, St.
Helens

Enjoy festive games, food, entertainment, vendors, and
hay rides. Free admission and fun for the whole family.
Contact stfred@comcast.net or 503-397-2791 for more
information.

10/8/17 1:00 p.m.: Low Water Gardening Class,
Joy Creek Nursery, Scappoose

Learn about how to design a beautiful low water garden
during this 2 hour workshop. Call 503-543-7474 to
RSVP. Costis $10 at the time of the event.

10/14/17 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.: SBWC Native
Plant Sale, Nursery Behind Scappoose High
School

Want to add some beautiful and beneficial native plants
to your garden? Come by and check out Scappoose Bay
Watershed Council’s native plant sale. Call or email
Amber for more information at amber@scappoosebay-
wc.org or 503-397-7904.

10/28/17 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.: Household
Hazardous Waste Collections, Columbia
County Transfer Station

Dispose of assorted hazardous waste items for free.

For a list of accepted items contact Kathy at (503) 397-
7259.

11/4/17 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.: Friends of Nob
Hill Work Party, Nob Hill Park, St. Helens

Help keep Nob Hill beautiful by volunteering a few
hours of your time to pull weeds and maintain trails at
one of St. Helens few nature parks. Meet at the front
entrance of the park. Dress appropriately; bring gloves
and water.
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TESTING

The Columbia SWCD, in partnership with the
implemented a water quality sampling program. This
Department of Environmental Quality.
The measurements being taken include
temperature, turbidity (a measure of how
clear the water is), and bacteria presence.
Sampling sites are based on watersheds
where future restoration projects are
planned, as well as ease of access to the
water, and landowner participation. This
program will establish baseline conditions
in these creeks, rivers, and watersheds;
something that is crucial as the Columbia
SWCD moves forward with its Regional
Conservation Partnership Program in the
coming years. Data from the sampling will
be used to inform decisions about the
location of future project sites, the types of
projects that will be most beneficial,
evaluate the effect of restoration efforts on
water quality, and to indicate if and where

| greens, Peas, Radish, Salad greens, Swiss chard,
I Turnips

I September: Arugula, Asian greens, Beets, Cabbage
I (over wintering), Endive, Fava beans, Garlic (cloves),
: Lettuce, Kale, Onions (sets), Radish, Salad greens,

| Shallots (bulb)

I October: Bok choi, Cabbage (over winte
: Lettuce, Salad greens

| . .

j October: Fava beans, Garlic (cloves), Onion (sets),
1 Shallots (bulb)

(Information obtained from Portland Nursery’s veggie calendar at

http://portlandnursery.com. Check it out for more detailed
information about best planting times and methods.)

I
| November: Fava beans, Garlic (cloves), Onion (sets),

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I Shallots (bulb) |



FISHING OUT CARCUS CREEK

JT SPUR

rs the crew pulled and bagged almost half a ton of spurge laurel
ans and animals and is well-suited to forest environments. If you




“I love harvesting squash from the garden, watching
the leaves turn, and making tasty baked goods with
apples and pumpkins. My favorite thing to make is
pumpkin cookies with maple frosting. I make them
all year, but they are just better in the fall! I love
bringing them to potlucks and sharing with friends.
The cookies just taste better when it is chilly and the
air is a little crisp and you are sitting around a camp-
fire.” - Monica

“My favorite fall memory is carving
pumpkins. I think I enjoyed scooping
out the ‘guts’ most of all. T always
wanted to roast the seeds. Every year
we did and I hated them. Then next
year I would ask to do it again. I still
don’t like them!” - Malyssa
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If you would prefer to receive our newsletter electronically, please send a request to Crystalyn.bush@columbiaswed.com.

Contact us:

Address: 35285 Millard Rd., St. Helens, OR 97051
Phone: 503-433-3205 Email: information@columbiaswcd.com
www.columbiaswcd.com
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SPURGE LAUREL’ ' wi S BV N e N R A FALSE BROME

Invades forestland and shaded Invades forestland, drought and
areas. Creates dense stands. Long- Invades forestlands, parks, pastures. Perennial ever- shade tolerant, restricts tree

lived, evergreen shrub. Blooms in green shrub. Branches are covered in sharp thorns. regeneration, outcompetes natives.
late winter/early spring. Seeds Yellow pea-like flowers may be visible year round. Can Seeds mainly dispersed by wildlife

mainly dispersed by birds. Toxic to form dense thickets. Please report sightings of these and logging activities. In winter
humans and animals. Sap can cause plants to our Invasive Species Hotline: 1-800-741-6105 leaves look bleached white.
contact dermatitis. or to weeds@columbiaswed.com. Potentially toxic to livestock.

* Before performing weed control it’s a good idea to always: 1) Check with local experts to ensure accurate plant identification; 2) Research effective and
appropriate control methods; 3) Wear protective clothing when working with plants, and 4) Seek advice before using herbicides.*



https://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbia-Soil-and-Water-Conservation-District/209841675809978

