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Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District

The Columbia Soil & Water

Conservation District

35285 Millard Road, St. Helens, OR 97051 e
Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm (Monday-Friday)

information@columbiaswcd.com e www.columbiaswcd.com
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Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District

Who We Are And What We Do

The Columbia SWCD was
created in 1946 and has

been serving the citizens of
Columbia County ever since

he SWCD’s of Oregon were created
| gradually starting in 1939. To date,
there are 45 districts serving Oregon.
They are considered subdivisions of state

government, but function as local units led
by a locally elected board of directors.

District directors are elected on Oregon’s
general election ballot and serve terms
of four years without pay. Directors are
members of business, professional and
agricultural communities who understand
the ecological relationships of soil, water,
plant, and animals.

RIGHT: Monica Blanchard performing a snorkel
survey in Rock Creek on a project site in Vernonia.

Offering people of our community assistance
to sustain local natural resources.

OUR GOALS

e Effective Natural Resource Management

e Local and Regional Conservation
Partnerships

e Conservation Planning and Implementation
¢ Watershed Enhancement

¢ [nvasive Species Identification and
Control

¢ Informed Citizens and Public
Representatives

¢ Fiscal Accountability

¢ Financial Assistance for Conservation
Effects
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CONSERVATION PLANNING

With the assistance of the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), we can create a Conservation Plan for your property.
These plans serve as a guide to protecting your natural resources
and improving your land’s productivity.

WEEDS

The Columbia SWCD is the county lead on noxious weed issues.
We have numerous partners who assist us and are always happy
to talk weeds with anyone!

Whether it’s talking to landowners or school kids, we are always
striving to spread the word about conservation. If you are interested
in learning more or having us speak to your group, please contact us.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

The SWCD and its board members have been at this for a long
time. If you have a question, feel free to ask. If we don’t know
the answer, we have an extensive network of experts who will.
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Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District

The Board of Directors

T he Columbia SWCD Board of Directors is made up of

citizens and landowners of Columbia County. The county is
broken up into five zones, of which there are representatives
Randy Bergman for each. The director must own at least 10 acres of land to qualify.

SECRETARY In addition, the Board has two “at large” positions. These can
come from anywhere in the county and there is NO land require-
ment. Directors serve four year terms and are elected just like any
other government official.

9| Jason Busch Columbia Soil and Water
DIRECTOR ZONE 2 Conservation District

Kay C. VanNatta

\ TREASURER ZONE 3

Dave Freytag

DIRECTOR ZONE 4

Craig Ellis

DIRECTOR ZONE 5

Bill Eagle

VICE-CHAIR AT LARGE 1 CiyTown ™ Road
ChyLimits ™= Major Hwy
@ Parks "™ Railroad

Py Baram van dmss s
e Porwing D duse 38 27 Authorized:
Stream Pjornat oot Landar ¥ o imetvent Lamy Ojua

"9 Lona Pierce
' CHAIR AT LARGE 2 The Board of Directors meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at

7:00 PM in the Columbia SWCD office: 35285 Millard Road, St. Helens,

OR 97051
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Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District

Finances

What Are Your Tax Dollars Doing
for Columbia County?

* Increased staff to address client inquiries, develop projects,
and provide technical assistance

* Development of more comprehensive noxious weed program
and educational outreach

e Ability to develop long-term restoration plans and partnerships

BALANCE SHEET RESOURCES 2017-2018

COLUMBIA SsWCD

Summary Balance Sheet
As of June 30, 2018

$62,082

ASSETS
Current Assets

5%
Checking/Savings 135,122.70
. 1,394.00
Accounts Receivable 38.037.85
Other Current Assets e
Total Current Assets 174,554.55
Fixed Assets 1,269,386.26
TOTAL ASSETS 1,443,940.81
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities M -
Current Liabilities 1453471 $734,971
Accounts Payable Posh :
Credit Cards 9‘1122;;; 5?%
Other Current Liabilities I Bt

Total Current Liabilities 110,025.00

Long Term Liabilities ~ 339,086.65

Total Liabilities 449,111.65

994,829.16

Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY __ 1:443,040.81
*Audit available for review at the District office after 12-31-18 = Tax Levy $0.10/$1,000 Grants = Other

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES PROVIDED TO THE COMMUNITY

 Review Land Development Service Applications and respond to field referral for many different land use issues.
e Partner with Columbia County Roads Dept on bridge and culvert projects.

e Historic documents available for viewing.

¢ Resource for drainage districts, improvement companies,and diking districts.

e Partner with local school districts’ agriculture and natural resource programs.

e And much more...

Annual Report 2017-2018 Page 5



Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District

Get Involved:

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO GET INVOLVED AND HELP KEEP OUR COUNTY VITAL, HEALTHY AND PRODUCTIVE:

e [f you are interested in issues involving land
management, conservation, and restoration,
consider running for one of our Board positions.

® Volunteer or be and Associate Director.
Whether you have a special skill set to offer,
are studying to go into the field of natural
resources, or are just generally looking to help out,
volunteers are always greatly appreciated.

® [mplement conservation practices on your

The Staff:

Kari Hollander,

DISTRICT MANAGER
503.433.3205 x102 e kari.hollander@columbiaswcd.com

Kari Hollander, District Manager, has
been with the District since September
2006. She sees that the vision and
mission of the district are met and seeks
new opportunities that will benefit the
citizens of Columbia County. When
not working, she spends time with her
two daughters, painting, cooking, baking, and traveling
near and far. She also volunteers in neighboring Cowlitz
County with underserved communities developing leaders
and mentoring teenage girls to pursue their dreams.

Selene Keeney,
RESOURCE CONSERVATIONIST
503.433.3205 x104 ® selene.keeney@columbiaswcd.com

Selene Keeney, Resource
Conservationist, joined the District in
July 2016. She has a B.S. in Science
and a minor in Botany from Portland
State University. Prior to joining the
Columbia Soil and Water Conservation
District, Selene worked as an Ecologist/
Project Manager for a private consulting firm. When
not working, she enjoys spending time with her family,
exploring and being on or in Pacific Northwest rivers,
streams and lakes.
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land. Call our office or the NRCS to get more
information about what you can do to improve soil
health, water quality, and habitat on your land.

e Start a community work group. Identify
common interests or concerns among friends/
neighbors and rally for the cause. Check out
SOLVE’s website for volunteer opportunities
across the state and to learn how to become an
Event Coordinator.

Monica Blanchard,

RESOURCE CONSERVATIONIST
503.433.3205 x109 ® monica.blanchard@columbiaswcd.com

Monica Blanchard, Resource
Conservationist, joined the District in
August 2016. She works on the Technical
Assistance aspects of the District’s
mission and is our resident fish expert/
enthusiast. She has worked in streams in
Alaska, Washington, Oregon, and Utah
since graduating from Western Washington University in
2008. She followed her passion for streams to a graduate
degree in Watershed Science/Fisheries at Utah State
University. When not working in streams she still loves
walking along and paddling in them. She also enjoys
backpacking, snowboarding, cooking, and traveling near
and far with her friends and family.

Malyssa Legg,

ASSISTANT DISTRICT MANAGER
503.433.3205 x107 ® malyssa.legg@columbiaswcd.com

Malyssa Legg, Assistant District Manager,
has been with the District since April 2009.
Malyssa handles the day to day operations
in the office as well as fiscal and grant
management. When not working, Malyssa
enjoys cooking, baking, reading, watching
lots of sports with her husband, and
playing with their adorable cats Sharkie and Lou.

Annual Report 2017-2018



Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District

Nathan Henrr,

SENIOR RESOURCE CONSERVATIONIST
503.433.3205 x101 ® nathan.herr@columbiaswcd.com

i Nathan Herr, Senior Resource

: | Conservationist, has been with the
District since January 2012. He has

a BS in Environmental Science and
a minor in Fisheries from Oregon
State University. He oversees field
staff operations and is the lead on the
ODA water quality program for Columbia County. In
his spare time, Nathan enjoys being outdoors with his
dogs, wife, and three daughters or out hunting and
fishing as much as possible.

Crystalyn Bush,
RIPARIAN SPECIALIST
503.433.3205 x108 ® crystalyn.bush@columbiaswcd.com

i Crystalyn Bush, Riparian Specialist, was
g | hired in March 2016. She has a

B.S. in Environmental Science from

Oregon State University and a B.A.

in English Literature from Middlebury

noxious weeds program and the
development of outreach materials/activities, engages

with local schools and educators, provides field support to

staff and technical assistance to landowners. She enjoys
discovering things with her family, her job, walks in

the woods, gardening to excess, making the house smell
delicious, and never having enough time for it all.

Jennifer Steinke,
OFFICE AND OUTREACH COORDINATOR

503.433.3205 x100 ® jennifer.steinke@columbiaswcd.com

Jennifer Steinke, Office and Outreach
Coordinator, has been with the District
since March 2016. In addition to her
administrative and reception duties,
Jennifer helps support the rest of the
staff and handles the outreach materials
for the district such as the newsletter,
updating social media sites, district website, and more.
Jenn is also the person to contact if you would like

to join the newsletter mailing list or have questions
regarding the meeting room facilities. In her spare

time, she enjoys spending time with her puppy and
fiancé, being outdoors, baking, exploring vineyards and
wineries, and trying new things.
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College. Crystalyn oversees the District’s

NRCS/LCEP Staff
Don Mehlhoff,

DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST
503.438.3146 ® don.mehlhoff@or.usda.gov

Don Mehlhoff, District
Conservationist, has over 31 years
with NRCS. He began working for the
agency in North Dakota followed by
several years in eastern Washington,
northern Idaho and now Oregon.

He has been a certified crop advisor
since 1997 and has been certified as a journeyman
conservation planner with Oregon NRCS since 2000.
Don and his family have resided in St. Helens since
2000 when he accepted the NRCS position here.

“My favorite thing about working for NRCS is the
opportunity to work with farmers, ranchers and forest
operators. The chance to visit their farms, discuss their
operations and their interest in conservation makes the
job rewarding. I have typically learned more from them
than I have probably provided in return.”

Dee Robinson,
PROGRAM SUPPORT TECH
503.438.3147 ® dee.robinson@or.usda.gov

Dee Robinson, Program Support
Tech, began working for the
Northwest Oregon RC&D Council
in 1987, and was converted over

to SCS/NRCS in 1989. Over the
past 29 years, Dee has served in
many different capacities, providing
assistance to RC&D and the North Coast Basin
NRCS. She and her husband, Vic, live in Forest
Grove, where they also own and operate a music store,
Vic’s Guitar Cave. They enjoy music and reading.
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Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District

The ARBRC s of RCPP

History:

CPP stands for Regional Conservation
RPartnership Program. It is a program

administered under the Natural
Resource Conservation Service which
leverages federal dollars to maximize on-the-
ground conservation work. The Columbia
SWCD learned of this opportunity back in
2015 while strategizing on how to bring more
restoration dollars into Columbia County.
This led to the formalization of the Lower
Columbia Watershed Partnership, a group of
local, state, and federal partners dedicated to
restoration work in Columbia County. In 2016,
the Columbia SWCD’s proposal was accepted
with NRCS committing approximately 3
million dollars over the course of 5 years for
projects that address fish and wildlife habitat
enhancement and improved water quality.

Where:

Our RCPP is focused in a portion of the
Lower Columbia Watershed which equates to
roughly the greater Rainier/Clatskanie area.
The target area identified is approximately
147,000 acres in size and includes the following
priority streams: Clatskanie River, Stewart
Creek, Graham Creek, Beaver Creek, Carcus
Creek, Fox Creek, Plympton Creek and
tributaries of Westport Slough.

Why:

The project area was selected based upon
the identification in numerous reports and
studies of inadequate habitat for spawning and
juvenile salmon. This area is home to three
populations of salmon listed as Threatened
under the Endangered Species Act. Historic
and current land and water use practices have
resulted in the degradation of water quality and
aquatic habitat. State and federal recovery plans
place a high priority on addressing the habitat
concerns in these watersheds for the recovery of
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salmon populations in these systems.
Project Activities:

Projects implemented under RCPP may include
any or all of the following general activities:
1) Replacement or removal of culverts; 2)
Installation of in-stream large woody debris; 3)
Erosion control activities; 4) Riparian plantings
and maintenance of noxious weeds; 5) Creation/
reinitiation of in-channel, side-channel, or
floodplain habitat; 6) Installation of livestock
exclusion fencing; and 7) Implementation of
other beneficial land use practices.

Goals:

At the completion of RCPP, we anticipate
the completion of 6 fish passage projects,
4 floodplain enhancements, 8 streambank
stabilization projects, 7.5 miles of large woody
debris installments, and riparian plantings in
conjunction with each project. In addition to
these goals, the RCPP also includes enhanced
monitoring and data collection throughout the
target area.

Where We Are Now:

Since receiving the notice of selection back
in 2016, the Columbia SWCD was faced with a
year of emergency repair work caused by flooding
in December 2015. As soon as that wrapped
up, we immediately began working with NRCS
personnel and other partners to accomplish
the necessary research, paperwork, and reviews.
Because this type of RCPP has never been done
in the State of Oregon and has only been done
three times ever in the whole country, there
have been many hurdles to face. The Columbia
SWCD and NRCS have been working together
closely to address obstacles and continue moving
the process forward. The partnership has been
working hard to reach an approved watershed
plan so that project implementation can begin.
Hopes are high that the first RCPP projects
could kick off next year.
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Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District

Examples of Potential Projects Under RGPP:

CULVERT REMOVALS OR REPLACEMENTS.
Undersized, damaged, and perched
culverts represent obstacles to fish
passage, preventing fish from reaching
their crucial spawning and rearing
grounds. They also cause unnatural
changes to water flow, sediment
transport, and flooding. The bottleneck
caused by these culverts has negative
impacts upstream as well as downstream.

EROSION CONTROL/RIPARIAN PLANTINGS.

The channelization (or confinement of
streams to simplified channels) coupled with
a lack of riparian vegetation results in varying
degrees of streambank erosion. This in turn
contributes to poor water quality through
unnatural sediment loading and degrades
aquatic habitat. It also causes concern for
landowners who helplessly watch as pieces of
their property slough off and slide away every
winter when the high flows return.

LARGE WOOD INSTALLMENT/RIPARIAN PLANTINGS.
The lack of trees in a riparian area and

the subsequent lack of woody debris in the
stream results in decreased water quality

and diminished habitat for fish and wildlife.
Large wood provides many important benefits
to streams including, but not limited to:
shade for decreased stream temperatures,

soil stabilization, organic inputs for food,
refuge for fish from predators and high flow
velocities, sediment trapping, and filtration
of runoff and pollutants.
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